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FI NAL Al R TOXI CS GENERAL PROVI SI ONS RULE

VWHY GENERAL PROVI SI ONS?

o] The Environmen tal Protection Agency (EPA) has devel oped the
General Provisions rule to establish a consistent set o f
requi rements and increase the clarity and certainty fo r
industries and other sources that the Agency will regul ate
under the air toxic provisions of the Clean Air Act ove r
t he next several years.

o] The Clean Air Act Anendnents of 1990 require EPA to issue
standards over a 10 year period regul ating em ssions of 189
toxic air pollutants from various industries and othe r
sour ces.

o] In the course of planning for and developing thes e
standards to neet the requirenents of the 1990 Anendnents,
EPA determined that it would issue a "General Provisions”
rule to address general information and requirenents that
would apply to all of these air toxics rules. [For exanple,

many of the requirenments in the General Provisions rul e
will apply to those sources affected by the chemca |
manufacturing ("HON') final rule also being issued today.]

o] The General Provisions rule creates the technical an d
adm nistrative franmework for inplenenting the air toxic s

requir ements of the Act. It also serves as the primar
vehicle for inform ng owers and operators of their basic
conpliance res ponsibilities and of EPA's adm nistrative and
enforcenment responsibilities under the Act. The rule also
elimnates the need for EPA to repeat general information
and requirenents in future air toxics rules.

o] EPA issued the proposed General Provision rule on Augus t
11, 1993. The Agency received public comment, nmad e
adjustnments to the rule based on those comments and i s

issuing the rule in final formtoday. The final rule wll
appear in the Federal Register in the next several weeks.







WHAT DOES THE GENERAL PROVI SI ONS RULE REQUI RE?

o] The General Provisions rule will apply to all sources that
wll be regulated under the air toxics standards EPA issues
under the Cean Air Act. However, when appropriate, EP A
can override or nodify the General Provisions requirenents
in individual air toxics rules it issues in the future.

o] The General Pr ovisions include generic information, such as
defi nitions of ternms and sections that spell out EPA s
adm nistrative responsibilities. The rule also specifie
conpl i ance dat es and out | i nes t he conplianc e
responsibilities of owners or operators who are subject to
an air toxic em ssion standard or other requirenent.
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o] Once a source becones subject to a certain EPA-issued air
toxics rule, the General Provisions rule wll requir e
applications for approval of new construction an d
reconstruction, as well as performance testing, nonitoring,
recor dkeepi ng, and reporting.

o] The rule also provides flexibility to industry and | essens
the conpliance burden by allow ng certain qualified sources
to reduce the frequency of testing and reporting. The rule
al so encourages technological innovation by allown g
al ternative neans of conpliance.

o] The General Pr ovisions rule also cross-references and hel ps
coordinate the various air toxics, operating permt an d
enforcenent re quirenents found in different sections of the
Clean Air Act Anmendnents of 1990.

FOR FURTHER | NFORVATI ON. . .

o] Until (and after) the General Provisions rule appears i n
the Federal Register , anyone with a conputer and a node m
can download t he rule fromthe Cean Air Act board of EPA' s
el ectronic TTN bulletin board. For further informatio n
about how to access the board, call (919) 541-5384. Fo r
furt her information about the rule, contact Shirley Tabler
on (919) 541-5256 or M chel e Dubow on (919) 541-3803.




